
ST. CALLISTUS CHURCH 

 

ON THIS 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT,  
PLEASE READ AND REFLECT ON THE PRAYERS BELOW  

TO HELP US THROUGH THIS TIME OF THE  
CORONA VIRUS CRISIS. 

March 15, 2020 

Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease and ill-
ness.” At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of 
the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love. 
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health 
through quality medical care. 

 Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and 
neighbors from helping one another. 
 Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that 
knows no borders. 
 Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. 
 Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your 
eternal peace. 
 Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, 
defend them from illness and despair. May they know your peace. 
 Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to 
heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they 
know your protection and peace. 
 Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and 
true concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give them the wis-
dom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future out-
breaks. May they know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth. 
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness 
or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In 
place of our anxiety, give us your peace. 

Jesus Christ, heal us. 
               Fr. Dante 

     Let us be vigilant in our daily prayers, avoid 
making fun of or making jokes about the coronavi-
rus. You may mean well but jokes may come across 
as insensitive, inappropriate and others might find 
them hurtful. If/When you feel the urge to make a 
joke about it, pause and say one Hail Mary instead. 
   The Bulletin Editor 

Reminders: Read the news from reliable sources (and 
take breaks from the news). Recognize the things 
you can control, like having good hygiene. Practice self-
care. Feelings of fear, anxiety, sadness, and uncertainty 
are normal during a pandemic: Seek professional help 
from a licensed mental health professional if necessary. 
(Source-Google) Also: https://www.weforum.org/
agenda/2020/03/coronavirus-ten-reasons-not-to-panic    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BIBLE PASSAGE:   
Exodus 17:3-7   
Is God in our midst or not? 
 
    The Israelites were blaming Moses for leading them 
out of Egypt and bringing them to the desert, implying 
that he wants them to die of thirst.  Their want of water 
was a great trial; their conduct amounted to chiding with 
Moses (Massah) and tempting God (Meribah). 'So Moses 
cried out to the Lord, "What shall I do with these peo-
ple?"   The Lord asked Moses to "go in front of the people 
with some of the elders of Israel, with the staff in your 
hand.  I will be standing in front of you on the rock in 
Horeb.  Strike the rock, and the water will flow from it for 
the people to drink." ' 

CATHEDRAL SHOP CLOSING    
    After 12 years of business, The Cathedral Shop is clos-
ing at the end of March. This will allow the Diocese to 
explore another purpose for this space. A purpose which 
will remain true to the mission of the Cathedral/Diocesan 
Community. We would like to thank you for your patron-
age that has helped to support our ministry. 
Our Closing Sale begins on Wednesday, March 4, 2020. 
Doors open @ 10:00AM.                                              

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — When the people grumbled to Moses 
for water in the desert, the Lord heard and brought forth 
water from the rock for all to drink (Exodus 17:3-7). 
Psalm — If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts (Psalm 95). 
Second Reading — God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:1-2, 5-8). 
Gospel — Ask, and you will be given living water so that 
you will never thirst again (John 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 
39a, 40-42]). 

REFLECTION: 
    This elegant story of human nature and divine character 
reminds us that the trials faced by the Israelites are not 
unlike the trials we face today.  Like the people in the 
desert, we may meet with troubles for the trials of our 
faith when we journey through our own "wilderness".  To 
lay blame of a difficult situation to another person is a 
huge satisfaction to an ordinary person. And, when want 
is not satisfied, we become doubtful of God's presence 
and mercy, born out of despair, frustration and exaspera-
tion.  In times like these, let us be like Moses. Ask and 
receive with humility, trust and faith. 
    Our Rock is Christ himself - loving, merciful and for-
giving.  In His miracle of mercy, he did not bring a stream 
of blood to the people in the desert, but a current of pure 
refreshing water.  He is the source of our constant living 
stream to refresh our souls until we come to glory. 

ACTION:   Our souls need constant refreshment.  Let us 
atone for our sins by being compassionate in our treat-
ment of other people's plight, most especially when we, as 
a community, help the poor among us. Pope Francis is 
constantly speaking about how we must find Christ 
among the poor, that's where He is present. So anything 
that we can do in this Lenten season to interact with the 
poor in compassion and love will certainly help to make 
the Kingdom of God a reality in our world. Prayer is the 
most powerful gift one can give a person in need of love, 
forgiveness, comfort and support. Say a silent prayer; of-
fer a Mass intention; send a prayer card. 

All Fridays of Lent at 7:30 in the evening. Also, 
Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat and 
meat products. 
 
Ministries to lead the Stations of the Cross prayers:  
March 20:  Young Adults & Faith Formation Cate-
chists & Teachers 
March 27:  RCIA & Youth Confirmation Members 
April 3: SVDP & Choir Members 

CENSUS 2020 
    In mid-March, homes in the whole country will receive 
invitations to participate in the Census 2020. Participation 
in the Census is required by law, and people will be able 
to respond online, by phone or by mail. If there is no re-
sponse, a Census worker will pay the home a visit to col-
lect the information. Thank you for your support to ensure 
that everyone in our parishes and communities are seen, 
counted and ensured resources for the future. 
C. Hernandez, Office for the Life & Justice Coordinator 
Diocese of Oakland 



                   Parish Staff 
 

Sister Anitta Antony, Pastoral Associate 
 510-222-0432 
Marina Zamora, Office Manager  
Estrell Bautista, Office Secretary  
Gilbert Estrada, Administrative Assistant  
       
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & 
 Friday 8:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.    
 Thursday 8:30AM to 1:00PM 
 12:00 Noon to 12:30 PM (closed for lunch)  

~  EVENTS’ SCHEDULE  -  WEEK OF MARCH 15TH ~   
MON.   6:55 P.M. Youth Confirmation Class 
TUE.   7:00 P.M. RCIA Class  
   7:00 P.M. Youth Group Meeting  
WED. 10:15 A.M. Bible Study Session - in the Parish Hall 
   7:30 P.M. Bible Study Session - in the Parish Hall   
THU.       11:00 A.M. St. Vincent de Paul Meeting    
   7:00 P.M. Hispanic Prayer Group Meeting 
   7:00 P.M. Leadership Group Meeting - in the Church 
FRI.    6:00 P.M. Choir Practice - St. Cecilia’s Room 
   7:30 P.M. Stations of the Cross 
SAT.   9:30 A.M. Faith Formation Class  

   
Sunday Collection  3/8       $3,227.85 
 

Second Collection for Sunday, March 22nd  
THE BISHOP’S APPEAL 

 
Thank you for your offering.  May God bless you all.   

Parish Ministries 
 

Children’s Faith Formation—Sister Anitta  
Youth Confirmation Program  Sister Anitta  
 1-510-222-0432    aan.stcal@gmail.com 

 
RCIA Program:  Marisse Dongallo 1-510- 223-1153 
Pastoral Council:  Bernie Rocco 1-510-406-6460 

Plan For These Sacraments 
Baptism of Infants: Make arrangements with priest at 
least six (6) weeks in advance. Parents must be regis-
tered parishioners of St. Callistus for at least 3 months.  
Weddings: Make arrangements with priest at least six 

(6) months in advance. 

Other Programs/Services 
Knights of Columbus:  Leandro Daroza,  Grand  Knight: 
                 1- 510- 225 - 5302 
St. Vincent de Paul Conference , Carol Brazil : 1- 510 - 243 - 7501 
St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery: 1- 510 -234 - 2012 

Schedule of Devotions 
 

Rosary and Chaplet of The Divine Mercy  -  Monday  
 to Saturday 9:00AM  
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  -  
 Wednesdays  9:00AM 
Mother of Perpetual Help:  Thursdays 9:00AM 
Hispanic Prayer Group  -  First & Third   Thursdays 
 7:00PM 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  -  First  Fridays 
9:00AM to 3:00PM.   Benediction at 3:00 PM. 

Rev. Jimmy Thottapally, Pastor 
Tel: 1-510-223-1153                               Fax: 510-223-1137 

 
Email:  st.callistus@sbcglobal.net     

Website:  www.saintcallistus.org 

 
 

Gina Burnett       Carrie Chew          
Dan Craighead       Aurea de Alza 
Lino Destacamento    Vincent Dimalanta 

Faye Eaton             Gilbert Estrada, Sr.     Carole Freeman     
Liling Hernandez     Robert Maloney          Raoul Martinez      
Lee Peres     Judy Robinson          Venancio Talao  
David Trejo    Thinh Tran                  Ma. Christina Zamora                
                                     
And all the family members and friends listed in our Prayer 
Book; and those who are homebound or in nursing homes. 

MASS INTENTIONS FROM MAR. 15 THROUGH MAR. 21 
 
SAT.   5:15 P.M. Mariano Centeno  & Pedro Sousa 
    by Ritzi & Gibran Faust 
SUN.   8:00 A.M. Hermie Asuncion 
   by Dave & Margaret Campbell 
 10:00 A.M. People of the Parish of St. Callistus 
 12:00 Noon Venancia, Pablo, & Melisa Rozul  
    by Josefa Rozul 
MON.   8:30 A.M. Tess Villas (Living)
   by The Villas & Alpay Families 
TUE.   8:30 A.M. Alejandro Balandra    
        by Lino & Marisa Marcucci 
WED.   8:30 A.M. Ricky Fernandez & Family  
    by Lyda Mata 
THU.   8:30 A.M. Joseph Balagot (Living, Birthday)  
    by Rebecca Balagot 
   and Josie Cuaresma (Living, Birthday) 
    by Josie Cuaresma 
FRI.   8:30 A.M. Butch Bautista (Living, Birthday) 
    by Estrell Bautista 
SAT   8:30 A.M.    Lorraine O’Leary  by Carol Brazil 
   and Nick Cava, Jr. 
   by Romy & Lydia Matundan 
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